
Universes A and B (from questionnaires):

Imagine a universe (Universe A) in which everything that happens is completely caused by
whatever happened before it. This is true from the very beginning of the universe, so what
happened in the beginning of the universe caused what happened next, and so on right up until
the present. For example one day John decided to have French Fries at lunch. Like everything
else, this decision was completely caused by what happened before it. So, if everything in this
universe was exactly the same up until John made his decision, then it had to happen that John
would decide to have French Fries. 

Now imagine a universe (Universe B) in which almost everything that happens is completely
caused by whatever happened before it. The one exception is human decision making. For
example, one day Mary decided to have French Fries at lunch. Since a person’s decision in this
universe is not completely caused by what happened before it, even if everything in the universe
was exactly the same up until Mary made her decision, it did not have to happen that Mary
would decide to have French Fries. She could have decided to have something different. 

The key difference, then, is that in Universe A every decision is completely caused by what
happened before the decision – given the past, each decision has to happen the way that it does.
By contrast, in Universe B, decisions are not completely caused by the past, and each human
decision does not have to happen the way that it does. 


